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 Lesson 37
 

Use of Get Instead of Be in the Passive Tense

 

 

You can use the verb ‘to get’ instead of ‘to be’ as an alternative way to formulate the Passive 
voice. Passive tense clauses constructed with ‘to get’ are less formal than those formed with 
‘to be’, but otherwise have the same meaning. 

However, in spoken English, we use a Get-passive voice to express small details about a 
particular situation that a Be-passive cannot express. There are some instances when a Be- 
passive and a Get-passive are not interchangeable. This lesson will cover some of the subtle 
uses of Get-passives as well as some of the di�erences between Be-passives and Get-
passives. 

In a passive sentence, the focus shifts to the person or thing experiencing the action – the 
recipient. The person or thing doing the action - the agent, is mentioned as a by-phrase. Be-
passives occur with verbs that are complemented by direct objects. 

Compare these two English sentences: 
Active - The librarian gave me a book. 
Passive - I was given a book by the librarian. 

In the first sentence, the focus is on the librarian. In the second sentence, the focus is on I. 
In the passive sentence above, we can make the object and action -'me' and 'gave a book' 
more important than the subject -'the doctor'. This changes the focus of a sentence. 

We use the Be-Passive in these situations. 
If we don't know who does an action. 
 
Example: 
 
My bicycle has been stolen. – I don't know who has stolen it. 

If we don't want to say who did something. 

 
The homework was not done last night. - I don't want to say that you didn't do the homework. 

Example:
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If it is obvious who does something. 
 
Examples: 
 
I was given a prescription. – I know that only doctors give prescriptions, so I don't need to add by the 
doctor. 
 
The robber was arrested. - I know that the police arrest people, so I don't need to add by the police. 

We use the Get-Passive in these situations. 

In a Get-passive sentence, the focus is on the person or thing receiving or experiencing the 
action. Get-passives occur with dynamic verbs and not stative verbs. 

Examples: 
 
The plate got broken. 
The soldier got shot by a bullet. 
Johnny and Jessica got married last week. 
Children got caught in the rain. 
Before going out, Sarah got dressed. 
Rohan and Carmen never get invited to parties. 
I got my car repaired today. 

However, you can’t use Get for stative uses of the Passive voice, where the Passive indicates the 
result of an action. You can only use it for eventive Passives, where the Passive indicates an 
action. Here are examples of the stative passives where Get is not grammatical: 

The strawberries were intended for the cake. 
 
The strawberries got intended for the cake. 

Mario was rumored to be a rich man. 
 
Mario got rumored to be a rich man. X

X


